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premiums, more for their care, more on out-of-
pocket expenses and deductibles; all the while
giving tax breaks to the wealthy and the tan-
ning industry.

One amendment to this bill would repeal the
Essential Health Benefits, the ten coverage
rules set up by the Affordable Care Act. The
Affordable Care Act required insurers to cover
ten “Essential Health Benefits” from maternity
care, mental health, and prescription drugs, to
hospitalization and outpatient care. If this is re-
pealed, comprehensive health insurance will
become virtually unavailable in the individual
market. This means that individuals with pre-
existing conditions would not be protected.
Younger and healthier people benefit, older
and sicker people suffer.

Another amendment would allow states to
waive out of the Affordable Care Act’'s ban on
pre-existing conditions. However, Members of
Congress and their staff would be protected
from this provision and would be guaranteed
coverage of pre-existing conditions.

Mr. Speaker, the public has spoken about
this so-called “replacement” bill. People will
live or die as a result of this legislation. The
Republican leadership has rushed this bill to
the floor without any consideration and | urge
you all to consider its harmful effects. Your
constituents are asking you to work with us to
repair the Affordable Care Act. Work with us.

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, include in for the
RECORD a letter from common sense kids ac-
tion:

COMMON SENSE KIDS ACTION,
April 25, 2017.
Re H.R. 1628—OPPOSE
Hon. DIANE BLACK,
Chairwoman, House Budget Committee, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE BLACK: On behalf of
the millions of American kids and families
who rely on comprehensive, dependable
health insurance to stay healthy and to get
medical treatment when they need it, we are
writing to respectfully express our strong op-
position to your bill, H.R. 1628, the American
Health Care Act (AHCA). We have added this
bill to our Common Sense Legislative Rat-
ings Tool as an ‘“‘Against Kids” bill and will
communicate our position to our parent and
teacher members.

Common Sense is the nation’s leading
independent nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to helping kids thrive in a rapidly
changing world. We empower parents, teach-
ers, and policymakers by providing unbiased
information, trusted advice, and innovative
tools to help them harness the power of
media and technology as a positive force in
all kids’ lives. The policy arm, Common
Sense Kids Action, is building a movement of
parents, teachers, business leaders, and oth-
ers dedicated to making kids our nation’s
top priority by supporting policies at the
state and federal level that contribute to the
building blocks of opportunity for kids. Ac-
cess to affordable and quality medical care
for kids is certainly one of those key build-
ing blocks.

Thanks to current law, including the Af-
fordable Care Act, Medicaid, and the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP),
95% of young children in the U.S. today have
health insurance. That’'s a remarkable
achievement. With health insurance, parents
are more likely to seek medical care for
themselves and for their children, helping to
prevent illnesses from developing and short-
ening their duration when they occur. How-
ever, the AHCA will result in 24 million
fewer Americans having coverage, including
millions of children. This jeopardizes the
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health and well-being of America’s kids and
will alarm any parent who understands the
importance of health insurance for their
children and family. The Affordable Care Act
certainly needs to be fixed, but if Congress
has the goal of making sure that all families
and businesses have access to affordable and
comprehensive health insurance, it could im-
prove the law for everyone without forcing
millions of kids and their parents to lose ac-
cess to critical medical care.

As Congress continues to grapple with this
issue, health insurance programs, we think
these facts about children’s health insurance
from the Congressional Budget Office and
the Georgetown University Center for Chil-
dren and Families are important to keep in
mind:

Ninety-five percent of children age 0-5 are
insured today.

Forty-five million of those children access
health care through two programs: about 37
million through Medicaid (a federal-state
program) and 8 million through CHIP, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program.

Children are the single-largest group of
persons covered under Medicaid.

Under the Affordable Care Act, as you
know, many states expanded Medicaid with
help from the federal government, increasing
coverage for kids and families, including
coverage for mental health care.

Changes being considered, including under
the AHCA, would cut funding to Medicaid by
as much as $880 billion over the next 10
years.

The AHCA, when compared with current
law, would result in 24 million fewer Ameri-
cans with health insurance by the year 2026.

Even with changes recently suggested to
your bill, America’s kids will be best served
by strengthening the Affordable Care Act
and preserving Medicaid and CHIP, not by
repealing the Affordable Care Act and block
granting or establishing a per capita cap on
Medicaid. We urge you to keep our children’s
future foremost in your thinking, withdraw
your bill, and work on a bipartisan basis to
support measures that protect and strength-
en children’s health care. Thank you for
your consideration of our views and we
would be happy to talk with you at any time
about this and other issues that matter to
America’s children and families.

Sincerely,
DANNY WEISS,
Vice President, Federal Policy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 228,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I demand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
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will resume on questions previously
postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

The question on passage of H.R. 2192;

The question on passage of H.R. 1628;
and

The motion to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 1644.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minutes votes.

———

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE ACT
AMENDMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on passage
of the bill (H.R. 2192) to amend the
Public Health Service Act to eliminate
the non-application of certain State
waiver provisions to Members of Con-
gress and congressional staff, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 429, nays 0,
not voting 2, as follows:

[Roll No. 255]

YEAS—429

Abraham Carter (TX) Doggett
Adams Cartwright Donovan
Aderholt Castor (FL) Doyle, Michael
Aguilar Castro (TX) F.
Allen Chabot Duffy
Amash Chaffetz Duncan (SC)
Amodei Cheney Duncan (TN)
Arrington Chu, Judy Dunn
Babin Cicilline Ellison
Bacon Clark (MA) Emmer
Banks (IN) Clarke (NY) Engel
Barletta Clay Eshoo
Barr Cleaver Espaillat
Barragan Clyburn Estes (KS)
Barton Coffman Esty (CT)
Bass Cohen Evans
Beatty Cole Farenthold
Bera Collins (GA) Faso
Bergman Collins (NY) Ferguson
Beyer Comer Fitzpatrick
Biggs Comstock Fleischmann
Bilirakis Conaway Flores
Bishop (GA) Connolly Fortenberry
Bishop (MI) Conyers Foster
Bishop (UT) Cook Foxx
Black Cooper Frankel (FL)
Blackburn Correa Franks (AZ)
Blum Costa Frelinghuysen
Blumenauer Costello (PA) Fudge
Blunt Rochester  Courtney Gabbard
Bonamici Cramer Gaetz
Bost Crawford Gallagher
Boyle, Brendan Crist Gallego

F. Crowley Garamendi
Brady (PA) Cuellar Garrett
Brady (TX) Culberson Gibbs
Brat Cummings Gohmert
Bridenstine Curbelo (FL) Gonzalez (TX)
Brooks (AL) Davidson Goodlatte
Brooks (IN) Davis (CA) Gosar
Brown (MD) Dayvis, Danny Gottheimer
Brownley (CA) Davis, Rodney Gowdy
Buchanan DeFazio Granger
Buck DeGette Graves (GA)
Bucshon Delaney Graves (LA)
Budd DeLauro Graves (MO)
Burgess DelBene Green, Al
Bustos Demings Green, Gene
Butterfield Denham Griffith
Byrne Dent Grijalva
Calvert DeSantis Grothman
Capuano DeSaulnier Guthrie
Carbajal DesJarlais Gutiérrez
Cardenas Deutch Hanabusa
Carson (IN) Diaz-Balart Harper
Carter (GA) Dingell Harris
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